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Editorial - BOB’S BIT
As a member of the Welsh Campaigns and
Candidates Committee I am looking forward to the
European elections. Westminster next year, Welsh
Assembly 2016 and local government in 2017 gives
us three plus years of continuous campaigning.

In Wales local government elections are all held
every 4 or 5 years. So I really miss the English
borough elections every year in thirds, with the
county elections in the fourth year, that I cut my
teeth on back in Woking in 1985.

So this edition concentrates on Disability and the
European elections. There are five biopics of
members who are standing on 22nd May.  Articles
about or by them complement a special feature
on Liz Lynne A Champion for Disability IN Europe,
plus a photo montage from York and Aberdeen.

LDDA is supporting two Grants schemes which
aim to encourage more Disabled Candidates.

Last but not least is the Government proposal to
decimate the Disabled Students' Allowance for
English domiciled students. A student special
edition this summer will go into more detail.
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The Written Statement announcing the potential decimation of the Disabled
Students’ Allowance (DSA) in England (see p18) made my blood boil.

I must declare an interest as I am a first year Law student at Birkbeck College.

I immediately emailed the LDDA executive:

Please take a look at the link below! I think this is
disgraceful. As a government we are pushing disabled
people back into work and talking rightly that disabled
people have the ability to fully integrate in society and
with the other hand removing some of the tools to
enable disabled people to gain the skills needed to get a
job, that is more than just a shelf stacker! I really feel
strongly about this and hope that you will too and that we
can start a campaign to prevent the destruction of DSA.
http://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/media/744663/ssin_01-15_apr2014.pdf
The response was immediate, positive and constructive. Not surprisingly there
was a strong feeling that this proposal has far reaching consequences for
English domiciled disabled students.

Kelly-Marie and I have already started asking questions of our parliamentarians
about our concerns on these proposed changes to DSA.

Bob had already advised me that he intended to produce a Students’ Special
newsletter this summer which he has referred to in his article on DSA (see p18).
Please bombard him with articles and/or comments.

LDDA executive members and I have recently met Stephen Lloyd MP and the
LibDem Diversity Team.

We met Stephen in the House of Commons to start the process of working
with the LDDA to put forward proposals for the party's 2015 manifesto in
relation to disability and the disabled. It was a positive and constructive
meeting but current protocol means I am not allowed report back.

The meeting with the Diversity Team was held at LibDem HQ and Bob joined in
on a conference call. Vicky Booth, National Diversity Officer, chaired the meeting
and we met Arthan Bhatti and Lucille Kamar, the new members of the team.

It was a fast moving session and we covered:

Feed back on the accessibility of new LibDem web site;

LDDA plans and activities up to 2015 General Election;

Ways the LibDem Diversity team can support LDDA;

Proposals for a SAO Networking Day to be held at HQ in July;

Financial Support for Disabled Candidates (see pp4-5).
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Disabled people who want to stand for election as a councillor or MP, including the
2015 General Election, can benefit from two separate but closely related initiatives to
access grant schemes which help cover any additional costs they may face.
The Government Equalities Office set up the Access to Elected Office Fund in 2012.
This is open to any disabled potential candidate. A new mentoring scheme, run
and for Liberal Democrats, has also recently been launched.
As a result, real practical and financial support is now available to promote more council and
Parliamentary candidates with disabilities with mentoring support and real money grants.
These have been approved by the Electoral Commission as not encroaching on election
expenses rules and to help overcome the particular physical and mental barriers that
inhibit people with disabilities from standing for election.
Mentoring is a very important part of encouraging and supporting disabled individuals
to stand for public office. A mentoring contract won by the
Association of Liberal Democrat Councillors (ALDC) from
the Local Government Association (LGA) is being
delivered by Steve Hitchins as an extension of the Be a
Councillor programme. Steve told us:
‘There are three critical elements to this project. I will be
working with ALDC, the LGA and the Liberal Democrat
Disability Association (LDDA) to disperse the information
as widely as we can. Unless we have candidates or
people who are thinking about being candidates we cannot
take full advantage of this programme.’
Those who apply and are put on the fast track programme will
receive 1:1 mentoring, probably from a local Lib Dem councillor or former councillor, to
guide such candidates think through both how they will work as a councillor and as a
candidate in both selection and the campaign. Mentors are paid at the LGA peer rate of
£303 per day for up to four days work.
This second point is important because part of the mentor's work will include assisting such
candidates to apply for a grant from the Access to Elected Office Fund. Although most
grants are in the region of £500, some have been for substantial funds. They can provide
very practical support such as signers, wheelchair assistants and anything likely to assist
candidates overcoming physical and mental barriers that inhibit electoral success.
This is a new area for Liberal Democrats and we have much to learn but that shouldn't
deter any with disabilities coming forward. Lib Dems are looking for a handful of
candidates already selected in target seats for 2014 but plan a more ambitious
programme for 2015.
Please note the mentoring programme is only for candidates with disabilities in
winnable seats at the moment. If this includes you please let Steve know.
Steve.hitchins@googlemail.com

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk



Direct financial support is also available for potential candidates through the Access to
Elected Office Fund. The Fund not only has been extended by an extra 12 months to
the end of March 2015 but also has had the upper limit doubled to £40,000 per calendar
year. More details about this Access to Elected Office Fund can be found on:

http://www.libdems.org.uk/financial_support_for_disabled_election_candidates_extended_to_2015

These quotes are also on this page:

Michael MacDonald, fund applicant and Liberal Democrat candidate in the Priory ward
for Trafford Council’s 2014 local elections, said:

‘Having previously stood for election, I knew that the support
provided by the Fund was much needed for disabled
candidates. The personal cost of standing for election for
me was very high, as I needed to pay for British Sign
Language translators, and this created a huge barrier to
me participating fully in the process. Knowing that I now
have access to this support at no personal cost to me is
such a relief. Knowing that I can get the support I need,
when I need it, it has filled me with confidence and rebuilt
my enthusiasm for politics.’

Phil Stevens, Chair of the Liberal Democrat Disability Association, added:

‘The Liberal Democrat Disability Association welcomes the news that the Fund is to be
extended for a further year. We believe that disabled
people should be fairly represented at all political levels,
and this is an important step towards achieving an
electorate which represents the needs of all society –
including disabled people. We hope that due to the
assistance Access to Elected Office can afford disabled
people, more of our members and potential disabled
candidates across the country will be able to stand in the
2015 local and UK parliament elections. The increase in
upper grant limit from £20,000 to £40,000 is fantastic
news for those disabled candidates who face significant

costs, such as the cost of employing British Sign Language interpreters or note takers.’

The Fund is independently administered by Digital Outreach Ltd (Convey) on behalf of the
DCMS. For more information or to apply for a grant, visit the Fund’s website:

https://www.access-to-elected-office-fund.org.uk/about-the-fund/

You can also read Michael MacDonald’s full case study, plus a collection of stories from
other disabled people in political life, including Baroness Sal Brinton, David Buxton and
Greg Judge - see:

http://www.access-to-elected-office-fund.org.uk/about-the-fund/case-studies/michael-andrew-macdonald/

http://www.access-to-elected-office-fund.org.uk/about-the-fund/case-studies/baroness-brinton/

http://www.access-to-elected-office-fund.org.uk/about-the-fund/case-studies/councillor-david-buxton/

http://www.access-to-elected-office-fund.org.uk/about-the-fund/case-studies/greg-judge/
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1 in 6 people in the UK are disabled (10.6 million)
The average constituency has 15,000 disabled voters ...

& their families and friends who are ALSO voters
Source: Scope’s General Election Manifesto 2010 Whose Vote Are You Missing?

The European Disability Forum (see p9) goes even further by stating that there are:

80 million Europeans with disabilities.
This is over 15% of the whole population.

One in four Europeans has a family member with a disability.
http://www.edf-feph.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=12534&id=1&langue=EN

So how will these disabled voters, their families, carers and friends cast their votes in May?
How well prepared on vote winning/losing disability issues are Liberal Democrat candidates
and campaigners?
MEPs have been strong supporters of LDDA.
Actions speak louder than words.
Liz Lynne has been a longstanding campaigner for
the rights of disabled people. Firstly as a Westminster
MP then as an MEP and she has not stopped since
she stepped down in 2012.
Liz was President of the LDDA until 2013.
When Liz was the MP for Rochdale she was heavily
involved in the drafting and amending the Disability
Discrimination Act of 1995.
Liz was the European Parliament's rapporteur for the Committee on Employment and Social
Affairs (CESA) which in 2001 set out in the Communication from the Commission entitled
‘Towards a barrier-free Europe for people with disabilities’, which proposed the European Year
of People with Disabilities 2003.
The main purpose of the Year was to drive forward the political agenda for full integration of
people with disabilities. The official website opened with:
‘2003 is the European Year of People with Disabilities. The year will drive progress towards
achieving equal rights for people with disabilities. Across Europe attention will be focused on the
many areas of European society where barriers and discrimination still exist for the one in ten
Europeans with a disability. We have very high expectations for concrete outcomes of 2003:
action at national level to prevent discrimination, new initiatives and new and stronger alliances.

People with disabilities should be at the centre of the
European Year, which is about raising awareness of the
rights of disabled people to full equality and participation in
all areas. It is about tackling barriers that people with
disabilities face, wherever they occur. The European Year
is also about raising awareness that disability is an issue of
concern to all of us.’

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

One outcome of the week I am hoping for is a clear

statement in support of a Disability Directive to protect

the rights of disabled people across the EU.

Despite overwhelming support for this in the European

Parliament, we still need to persuade the European

Commission of the need and the more pressure they

face on the matter, the better.



Activities and events took place throughout Europe. An information and promotion campaign
with the slogan ‘Get on board’ was established to emphasise the participative nature of the
EYPD. A campaign bus was present at 211 events in 181 towns and cities during 2003.
The European Parliament hosted a Disabled People's Parliament Event in November 2003 in
Brussels. Liz opened the inaugural plenary session which was attended by more than 200
delegates from 28 countries. Speaking about this event, she said:
‘I am very honoured to have been asked to open the plenary session of the
European Parliament of Disabled People today, but ultimately the day is not
about politicians like myself. Right from the outset, it was always intended that
the agenda for the 2003 European Year would be set by and for disabled
people themselves. We need to move away from the medical model of
disability and instead adopt a social, or rights based approach. To that end,
what is important is providing equal access to society and allowing disabled
people's voices to be heard.’
Liz was the Vice President of the European Parliament's All Party Disability Intergroup.
She was instrumental in the decision by the EU in 2011 to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights
of People with Disabilities. At the time she said that it was ‘a landmark victory in the struggle of
Europe's 65 million disabled people for equal rights’.
This decision was the first time the EU had become a party to an international human rights treaty.
Disability campaigners, including Liz, had long been lobbying for the EU as a whole to back the UN treaty,
which sets out clear minimum standards on political, civil and economic rights for people with disabilities.

Liz was the First Vice President of the Employment and Social Affairs
Committee from 2004 until 2012. She had been the Parliament's Rapporteur
for a Report on the Convention in 1993 and had worked tirelessly for the
Convention to be ratified by the EU and all member states in the years since.
She also said: ‘The convention promotes and protects the human rights of
disabled people across the EU and also obliges the EU bodies to produce
regular reports on what practical steps they are taking to stop
discrimination and help disabled people enjoy their rights to work,
education, travel and healthcare and so on, just like anyone else.’
‘Disabled people need and deserve equal access not just to the job market
but also to buying goods and services. In some countries the level of
discrimination is still appalling’.

The LDDA website had this headline on 7th November 2011:
Nick Clegg hails Liz Lynne’s ‘immense contribution’ as Euro MP
Commenting on news that Liz Lynne had decided to stand down in 2012 after 12 years in the
European Parliament Nick Clegg said:
‘Liz has not only been a good campaigning MEP, fighting for the West Midlands region, she has
also been the embodiment of the distinctive Liberal Democrat approach to Europe. She has
supported sensible regulation to protect a level playing field and basic rights where European
rules are appropriate, but always fought to stop meddling bureaucracy and red tape where it
is harmful. Liz Lynne has also made an immense contribution to changing the law at national
and European level to help disabled people take a full and active role in society and more
recently to give old people and cancer patients the same rights against discrimination. I
certainly hope we will see Liz continuing to campaign and speak out on the issues she
cares about even after she leaves the European Parliament’.
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EURO CANDIDATES: BIOPICS OF LDDA MEMBERS
Catherine Bearder

Age 63

Lives Oxford

Status Married with 3 sons

Disability LDDA supporter with a keen interest in disability as
her own father was disabled by polio as a child

LDDA Member since 2004

Career /
Education

Catherine first worked in the antique trade and as a
zoological research assistant in Africa;

After her children were born she returned to work in the voluntary sector with
the Citizens Advice Bureau, Victim Support and National Federation of
Women's Institutes.

Politics Member of Liberal Democrats since 1994

Member of the European Parliament for South East England region since 2009;

Parliamentary Candidate for Banbury in 1997 and Henley in 2001;

She was a councillor on Cherwell District Council 1995-99 and on Oxfordshire
County Council 2003-2004;

Member of the European Parliament’s Committee on Regional Development
and the Committee on Transport. She is also a member of the Parliament’s
delegation to the Joint Parliamentary Assembly between the EU and the Africa,
Caribbean and Pacific Regions;

She is President of the Green Liberal Democrats and is working to ensure that
environmental protection is core to European Policy, not just an ‘add-on’;

Having travelled in Africa studying conservation issues, Catherine puts
emphasis on safeguarding biodiversity and tackling climate change;

She is President of the Green Liberal Democrats.

Interests Catherine has also campaigned on social justice and rural issues, and has a
particular interest in tackling human trafficking.

Contact 01865 249838  catherine@bearder.eu  www.bearder.eu/
https://twitter.com/catherinemep/

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk
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EUROPEAN DISABILTY FORUM
NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US

https://www.facebook.com/groups/149700901745741/
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European Disability Forum
The European Disability Forum was created in 1996 by its member organisations to make sure
decisions concerning disabled people are taken with and by disabled people.
The EDF is an independent Non Government Organisation that represents the interests of 80
million Europeans with disabilities.
The EDF is the only European platform run by persons with disabilities and their families.
Definition of Disability
Until very recently, the definition of disability has been determined by a medical approach.
This approach was largely based on pity and charity towards disabled people, which should be
cured in order to fit in society.
Since its establishment, the European Disability Forum has worked actively to overcome the
medical model and to spread a notion of disability based on a social approach.
While the medical model is based on the persons’ impairment and lack of ability, the social
model shifts the focus onto disability due to surrounding barriers.
Disability is therefore understood as the result of the interaction between the
individual’s impairment and the barriers created by society (social, environmental and
attitudinal).
While the medical model puts the responsibility on the individual, the social model stresses
society’s responsibility to include and accommodate the needs of all persons, including people
with disabilities.
According to EDF, disability relates to people that currently have a disability, had a disability in
the past, may have a disability in the future, or are associated with a person with a disability.
European Disability Forum’s Key Priorities for the 2014 EU Elections
Through its manifesto on the EU elections 2014, EDF calls on candidates, MEPs and political
parties to include the following priorities into their 2014 European electoral programmes:
1. The promotion of a vision of an inclusive, sustainable and democratic Europe
2. The reform of Europe’s economic and social policies to ensure the protection and

enjoyment of human rights of Europeans with disabilities
3. Making goods and services accessible for all
4. The adoption of the proposed general non-discrimination

directive, a much-anticipated EU law
5. The swift ratification by the EU and by all Member states of

the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities

6. The establishment of mechanisms within EU institutions to
mainstream the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities while ensuring the involvement of persons
with disabilities

http://www.edf-feph.org/page_generale.asp?docid=33367



4

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

Andrew Duff OBE
Age 63

Lives Cambridge

Status Single

Disability Stammer

LDDA Member since 2010

Career /
Education

St John’s College, Cambridge MA (1975);
M.Litt. (1978);
l'Institut d'études européennes, l'Université Libre de Bruxelles.
1993-99 Director of the Federal Trust for Education and Research, London.
Research Fellow, Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust.
Research Officer, Hansard Society for Parliamentary Government.
He has authored and edited many articles and books on European integration
and writes monthly for FT.com.

Politics Joined the Liberal Democrats in 1996
Member of the European Parliament for the East of England region since 1999.
Constitutional affairs spokesman of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for
Europe (ALDE).
President of the Union of European Federalists since October 2008.
Chairman of the Liberal caucus to the Convention on the Future of Europe
2002-2003.
Founding member of the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR).
Vice-President of the Liberal Democrats from 1994 to 1997.
Cambridge City Councillor from 1982 to 1990.
1992 Parliamentary Candidate for Huntingdon - PM John Major’s constituency.
Andrew was awarded an OBE for services to politics in 1997.

Interests Andrew is also involved in developing the common foreign, security and
defence policies of the Union, and has a special interest in Turkey.

Contact 01223 566700  mep@andrewduffmep.org;
www.andrewduff.eu  https://www.twitter.cm/Andrew_Duff_MEP

EURO CANDIDATES: BIOPICS OF LDDA MEMBERS10



Stammering
The Oscar winning The King's Speech brought stammering to the fore in 2010. Not only did
the film deal with King George VI and his efforts to control his stammer but it was also written by
David Seidler, who endured  a stuttering condition during his youth.

Dr Tom Weidig’s blog, The Stuttering Brain, posed this question in 2008:

Can a stutterer become vice-president? His article included:

A clear no! No-one with a noticeable stutter resulting in impaired communication can become
vice-president or president. Can someone who stuttered as a child and is now fluent for all
practical purposes? Yes! The mantra of the stuttering community is: Stutterers can do any job
including being a politician or actor. And they parade in front of us Winston Churchill, Marilyn
Monroe, or now Joe Biden. But have you ever heard them stutter severely in public? No, they
are speaking fluently, and at best hesitantly. They are no stutterers in the eye of the public.

Andrew Duff MEP featured in The Telegraph The 50 most influential Liberal Democrats:

The LibDems’ most pro European politician, Duff has been an MEP for East Anglia since 1999.
He was elected leader of the LibDem European Parliamentary Party in January 2007. Duff has
impressed friend and foe alike in coping with a pronounced stutter.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/liberaldemocrats/2963261/The-50-most-influential-Liberal-Democrats-21-30.html
What is stammering?
The British Stammering Association states:

Stammering is hard to define even though everyone knows it when they hear
it. What we do know about stammering is what impact it can have, what help
is out there, and we're beginning to learn what's causing it.

http://www.stammering.org/help-information/topics/what-stammering
Stammering varies tremendously from person to person and is highly variable for the person
who stammers who may be fluent one minute and struggling to speak the next.

Some people who stammer talk their way round difficult words so that you may not realise they
stammer at all. This avoidance of words, and avoidance of speaking in some or many
situations, is an important aspect of stammering.Stammering is typically recognised by a tense
struggle to get words out. This makes it different from the normal non-fluency we all experience
which includes hesitations and repetitions. Commonly it involves repeating or prolonging sounds or
words, or getting stuck without any sound (silent blocking). Sometimes people put in extra sounds
or words. Often people lose eye contact.

Stammering varies tremendously from person to person and is highly variable for the person
who stammers who may be fluent one minute and struggling to speak the next.

Stammering is like an Iceberg
Most people who stammer agree that there is much more going on "under the surface" for them
than other people realise. An American speech therapist called Sheehan, who himself
stammered, described stammering as being like an iceberg. Only the tip of the iceberg shows
above the surface while the bulk of it is hidden under the water. The hidden aspects of the
stammer include avoidances such as those mentioned above, fear and anticipation of
stammering, and other difficult - often strong - feelings about stammering such as frustration,
anger, sadness, embarrassment, and shame.

http://www.stammering.org/help-information/topics/what-stammering/basic-information-stammering

https://www.facebook.com/groups/149700901745741/
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Dr Alan Bullion

Age 57

Lives Tunbridge Wells

Status Has a partner

Disability Dyspraxia

LDDA Member since 2012

Career /
Education

Open University BA Social Sciences 1984 – 1990;
University of Southampton PhD 1990 – 1994;
Alan’s thesis: India, Sri Lanka and the Tamil Crisis was published as a book by
Cassell in 1995;
Alan works as a Principal Analyst and Special Reports Publisher for a leading
agricultural information publisher based in Tunbridge Wells since 1998;
Advertising Sales New Statesman 1994 – 1998;
Various publishing roles with Hodder and Stoughton 1974-1993;

Politics Member of SDP then Liberal Democrats since 1983;
European Parliamentary Candidate for the South East 2014;
Parliamentary Candidate in Hammersmith & Fulham 2005 and Sevenoaks 2010;
PPC for Sevenoaks 2015;
Tunbridge Wells Borough Councillor;
Chair and Membership Officer Tunbridge Wells Liberal Democrats;
Governor of Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys and chair of the alumni society;
Member of the Town Forum and an active member of the Campaign for Rural
England; the European Movement and the United Nations  Association.

Interests The environment, housing, planning and public transport.

Contact 01892 549871  07840 854328  alan.bullion@informa.com
http://twlibdems.org.uk/en/  https://twitter.com/AlanBullion  @AlanBullion
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/groups/21677993170/
http://brusselsblog.agra-net.com  http://www.europe4prosperity.com/

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk



Dyspraxia
What is dyspraxia?
Dyspraxia, as described by the National Autistic Society, is a lifelong
condition in which a person's movement and coordination are affected so
that both are difficult. This can include coordination of both fine and gross
motor skills; for example, the coordination of fine movements for fiddly tasks
such as tying shoelaces or the coordination of large limb movements, such
as running, hopping, throwing and catching. Someone who has dyspraxia
will often also display difficulties with sequencing and language, and maintaining attention.
http://www.autism.org.uk/about-autism/related-conditions/dyspraxia/dyspraxia-and-autism-spectrum-disorders.aspx

The Dyspraxia Foundation's definition includes:
Dyspraxia, a form of developmental coordination disorder (DCD) is a
common disorder affecting fine and/or gross motor coordination in children
and adults. It may also affect speech. DCD is a lifelong condition, formally
recognised by international organisations including the World Health
Organisation. DCD is distinct from other motor disorders such as cerebral
palsy and stroke, and occurs across the range of intellectual abilities.
Individuals may vary in how their difficulties present: these may change over
time depending on environmental demands and life experiences.

An individual’s coordination difficulties may affect participation and functioning of everyday life
skills in education, work and employment.
Children may present with difficulties with self-care, writing, typing, riding a bike and play as well as
other educational and recreational activities. In adulthood many of these difficulties will continue, as
well as learning new skills at home, in education and work, such as driving a car and DIY.
There may be a range of co-occurring difficulties which can also have serious negative impacts
on daily life. These include social and emotional difficulties as well as problems with time
management, planning and personal organisation, and these may also affect an adult’s
education or employment experiences.
Many people with DCD also experience difficulties with memory, perception and processing.
While DCD is often regarded as an umbrella term to cover motor coordination difficulties,
dyspraxia refers to those people who have additional problems planning, organising and
carrying out movements in the right order in everyday situations. Dyspraxia can also affect
articulation and speech, perception and thought.
What causes dyspraxia?
Although the exact causes of dyspraxia are unknown, it is thought to be caused by a disruption
in the way messages from the brain are transmitted to the body. This affects a person’s ability
to perform movements in a smooth, coordinated way.
http://www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia/
Dr Alan Bullion describes how dyspraxia affected him:
‘As a child at school I was labelled as ‘clumsy’. I had problems with holding a pen and pencil and
handwriting. At secondary school my parents were told I was a danger to both myself and others
with a chisel, and banned from metalwork and woodwork. I never learned to drive, despite
numerous lessons. However, I did learn how to operate and programme computers. Eventually
I found out I was ‘dyspraxic’. Employers have tended to ignore this condition. At the Open
University, for example, ironically they had very strong support for students with disabilities, but
for tutors who had to learn how to use new software, it was pretty lamentable, alas.’

https://www.facebook.com/groups/149700901745741/
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Linda Jack
Lives Luton

Status Has two children, 1 grandchild and currently fostering
with her daughter

Disability Personal walking difficulties plus a particular interest
in mental health as her sister Sarah suffered from
schizo affective disorder and her father was bi-polar

LDDA Member since 2010

Career /
Education

Brighton College of Education; Sussex University B.Ed.
2004 to 2011 Youth Policy Adviser at the Financial Services
Authority and for the Money Advice Service;
She has also acted as a financial capability consultant to the Bank of Trinidad
and Tobago.
Youth Service Manager in Bedfordshire; Teacher and Youth Worker;
She joined the army aged 17 and served as an analyst in Special Intelligence.
Linda served as Branch Secretary for Bedfordshire County Unison,
representing members regionally and nationally as Chair of Unison's National
Youth and Community Workers Forum.

Politics Joined the Liberal Democrats in 1985
European Parliamentary Candidate for the East of England 2009 and 2014;
Bedfordshire Police and Crime Commissioner Candidate 2012;
Parliamentary Candidate in Luton North 2005 and  in 2010 for Mid Beds;
Bedford Borough Councillor 2002 - 2007; Chair of Mid Beds local party
Liberal Left Chair and founder member;
Member of Federal Policy Committee and chair of its Youth Policy Working Group.

Interests Linda takes a special interest in the Middle East and is a trustee for the Elijah
Trust a UK based charity.
Linda has always taken a particular interest in mental health and bringing
mental health services up to the standard of the rest of the health service.

Contact 07793 556 099  linda_a_jack@yahoo.co.uk  http://www.lindajack.co.uk/
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15Opinion: Closing the Gap
By Linda Jack | Tue 21st January 2014 - 4:10 pm

Yesterday was an important day for anyone concerned about the
state of mental health care in this country. It was also an important
day for me as not only did I find myself agreeing with Nick for the
fourth time in a fortnight (scary but true) but I could applaud a
coalition policy.

Just over a year ago I lost my younger sister Sarah, who was
suffering from schizo affective disorder.  As a family we had grown
up with a bi-polar father at a time when so few of us, or the wider
population, understood the condition. With my sister we understood
more, but were only too aware of how little others did. I haven’t
written about Sarah yet as it is still too painful – that is a story for
another day. But, I have always taken a particular interest in mental
health and bringing mental health services up to the standard of the
rest of the health service. Even for someone like me (who is not
particularly afraid to challenge), my interaction with the services has been horrendously
frustrating and myself and my family nearly always felt as if we were being totally ignored.
Getting anyone to do anything was like constantly banging your head against a brick wall,
exhausting, frustrating and painful.

And the situation for young adults has been totally unacceptable. As a youth worker I once had
a young man who I was working with turn up at my office with rope burn marks round his neck
– he had tried to hang himself. I immediately took him to the local hospital but he was treated
as an adult, exposed to people with serious mental health problems and was terrified. Ironically
he later ended up in prison and said that was the first time his mental health problems were
taken seriously.

So the launch of Closing the Gap yesterday reminds me and should remind us all, why we are
Liberal Democrats. These are the kind of changes for the most vulnerable and neglected
members of our society we all want to see. These are the kind of changes that for many will
mean the difference between recovery and sickness, success and failure, hope and despair,
life and death. The commitment to instigate root and branch reforms will not only change lives
but will also contribute to that freer and fairer society we are all committed to achieving.

I am truly proud of Norman Lamb (who wrote about this on yesterday’s LDV). 5 years ago I
summated on his Mental Health motion, seeing so much of what was passed that day reflected
in this policy is one of the most heartening moments of the last few years for me. I am
particularly pleased to see recognition of the particular problems faced by young people in
accessing appropriate services. Young Minds yesterday published a poll of young people which
found that 1/3 of them didn’t know where to turn for help when they feel depressed or anxious.
And  recognition of the needs of carers and families is also welcome, all too often we are
treated as an afterthought.

A commitment to look at the mental health needs of offenders immediately they come into
contact with the authorities is so important, with 9 out of 10 prisoners suffering from a mental
health condition; for too long this issue has been ignored.

There is much more in the report which is ground breaking, with the potential to make a huge
difference. The challenge now is to see it implemented. That is a challenge I know Norman
Lamb will relish.

see http://www.libdemvoice.org/opinion-closing-the-gap-37923.html

https://www.facebook.com/groups/149700901745741/
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Jacquie Bell

Age 52 or leave it out

Lives Dunbar, East Lothian

Status Married with one son

Disability Double vision

LDDA Member since 2000

Career /
Education

University College of North Wales, Bangor BA (Hons)
Social Theory and Institutions (Social Administration) 1976-79;
University of Edinburgh 1984-86 Diploma in Social Work/CQSW;
CCETSW Certificate in Practice Teaching 1993;
She is a social worker at Liberton Hospital in Edinburgh.

Politics Member of Liberal Democrats since 1989;
European Parliamentary Candidate for Yorkshire and the Humber 2014;
Parliamentary Candidate Midlothian 2001, Richmond 2005, Stockton South 2010;
Scottish Parliament Candidate in Midlothian 2003;
Scottish Parliament List Candidate in South of Scotland 1999 and Lothian 2003,
2007 & 2011;
East Lothian Council 2007-12; Cabinet member for Health and Social Care;
East Lothian’s non executive director on NHS Lothian, director at John Muir
Birthplace Trust 2007-2012 and at Sustaining Dunbar since 2009;
Dunbar Community Council since 2012 and is currently the vice chair;
Convenor of Scottish Women Lib Dems; member of the Scottish Party Executive;
Jacquie has produced policy at Scottish and Federal level on a range of
topics including hospital nutrition, the abuse of older people, post offices
and the detention of children of asylum seekers;
Member of the Association of Liberal Democrat Councillors;
Amnesty International Scotland Member since 2008.

Interests Tapestry, foreign travel – she owns a house in Latvia.

Contact 01368 863110   jacquie.bell50@googlemail.com

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149700901745741/
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On Monday 7th April 2014 David Willetts, the Tory MP for Havant, issued a Written Statement,
as the Minister for Universities and Science:
Higher Education (Student Support)
Today I am announcing measures to modernise the disabled students’ allowances which are
available to higher education students from England.
Disabled students’ allowances (DSAs) are non-repayable grants that assist with the additional
costs that a disabled student incurs in relation to their study in higher education. DSAs
currently provide a range of support. This includes the purchase of laptops and specialist
equipment, provision of support workers and assistance with additional travel costs. The
support is not means-tested and is available for eligible full-time and part-time students,
studying at undergraduate and postgraduate level.
I am announcing a number of changes aimed at modernising the current system, subject to the
equality impact assessment. This will ensure that the limited public funding available for DSAs
is targeted in the best way and to achieve value for money, while ensuring those most in need
get the help they require.
He went on list a swathe of support that is going to be withdrawn from disabled English
students from the 2015-16 academic year. The full statement can be found:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140407/wmstext/140407m0001.htm#1404077000007
Phil Stevens alerted LDDA executive members to:
Please take a look at the below link! I think this is disgraceful as a government we are pushing
disabled people back into work and talking rightly that disabled people have the ability to fully
integrate in society and with the other hand removing some of the tools to enable disabled
people to gain the skills needed to get a job, that is more than just a shelf stacker! I really feel
strongly about this and hope that you will too and that we can start a campaign to prevent the
destruction of DSA. http://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/media/744663/ssin_01-15_apr2014.pdf
Whilst I am aware education is devolved in Wales, and as I am a retired University lecturer, I
really wanted to get a good understanding of the potential implications.
Cardiff University's website states:
The DSA is available from whichever body is funding you for your studies
see: http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/dyslx/disabledstudentsallowance/index.html
This immediately exposed the circulation list of this Written Statement. Only English contacts
were listed, whereas all UK institutions and advisors need to know. Once an application has
been approved a DSA Needs Assessment is essential. Cardiff advises:

This assessment will make recommendations regarding the support and equipment you need
and can be arranged by the Disability and Dyslexia Service at the Cardiff Assessment Centre.

LDDA has already been challenging our Westminster contacts on why we were not consulted.
We will be very proactive in preventing these proposals being set in stone.
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Editor’s Note: I had intended to devote a Summer edition of the Newsletter to the experiences of
disabled students, barriers faced and overcome, and of course the Disabled Students' Allowance.

As the Written Statement is 3 pages long I cannot do more than alert you to this announcement in
this issue. Please help me by submitting articles/comments not only from LDDA members but also
from anyone who can add to this debate. bbarton.msc10@london.edu; bobbarton368@hotmail.com

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149700901745741/



www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

Vision
A world where everyone affected by
disability can live life to their full potential
and secure the care and support they
need to gain independence and
empowerment.

Mission
1) To work towards the election of Liberal

Democrats to all levels of local,
regional, devolved and national
government in the United Kingdom
and to the European Parliament.

2) To promote equal opportunities for
people with disabilities within the
Liberal Democrats.

3) To scrutinise Liberal Democrat policies
to ensure they reflect the rights and
needs of people with disabilities, their
carers and their families and make
appropriate recommendations for
future policy and seek amendments to
current policy.

4) To promote the Liberal Democrat
message to disabled people who are
not currently members.

Do you share our vision?

Do you agree with our mission?

... If so, then please join us!

www.facebook.com/LDDA

Liberal Democrat
Disability

Association

The sum of £0.50p / £1.00 per month*
£1.50p / £3.00 every quarter*
£3.00 / £6.00 every half year*
£6.00 / £12.00 annually*

Starting on ...........................................................................................................
And then every month*/quarter*/six months*
annually* until this instruction is cancelled.
(* Please delete as necessary)

Signature: ...............................................................................................................

PRINT NAME: ..................................................................................................

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS
Name of Bank/Building Society:

..........................................................................................................................................

Address : ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : .......................................

Name of Account Holder: ...................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

Address : ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : .......................................

Account Number: .........................................................................................

Sort Code: ............... - ............... - ...............
Please pay to the credit of the:
Liberal Democrat Disability Association (LDDA)
Account Number 02739028  Sort Code 30-94-41

LloydsTSB, 1 West Street, HORSHAM. RH12 1PA.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Your Name  : ..................................................................................................

Email Address : ................................................................................................

We communicate by email wherever possible as
this reduces printing and postage costs - we will not
spam your email account!

Address : ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : .......................................

Phone : .......................................... Mobile : .................................................

Signature : .................................. Date : .......................................................

Liberal Democrat Membership No : .........................................

Local Party : .......................................................................................................

Are happy to receive the Newsletter and other key
LDDA items by email? : Yes / No

Do you wish to join the lddatalk egroup? : Yes / No
Annual Subscription:

Waged £12 * Unwaged £6 *
Paid By:

Standing Order * Cash * Cheque *

Donation (Amount) £........................  Total £............................
Please make cheque payable to LDDA
Our preferred payment method is by Standing Order
Representing those with disabilities within

and outside the Liberal Democrats
www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

Founded
21st Jan

1992



www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

...is not
just about
wheelchairs
& sticks ...

Asthma Heart

Sight

Speech Learning

Hearing

Diabetes

Mental Health

Liberal Democrat Disability Association

Our values are the shared
values of all Liberal
Democrats, as stated in
the Federal Party’s
Constitution and
summarised in this
extract from it:
‘We champion the freedom,
dignity and well-being of
individuals, we acknowledge and
respect their right to freedom of
conscience and their right to
develop their talents to the full.
We aim to disperse power, to
foster diversity and to nurture
creativity.
We believe that the role of the
state is to enable all citizens to
attain these ideals, to contribute
fully to their communities and to
take part in the decisions which
affect their lives.’

1 in 6 people in the UK are
disabled (10.6 million)

Only about 28% claim
disability related benefits

25% have experienced hate
crime or harassment

Only 6% use wheelchairs
The average constituency

has 15,000 disabled voters

... & their families and
friends who are ALSO voters
Source: Scope General Election Manifesto 2010

PLEASE JOIN US...
The Liberal Democrat
Disability Association
Fill in the form overleaf

and send it to:
Mrs G Roulston

98 Colesmead Road
Redhill RH1 2EQ

Printed, Published & Promoted by Bob Barton on behalf of the Liberal Democrat
Disability Association, Glan Alyn Llanferres Road Llanarmon-yn-Iâl Mold. CH7 4QD

Disability ...


