
As the new chair I would like to welcome you to our first newsletter in this year of
celebration for the Liberal Democrat Disability Association (LDDA). The LDDA
was founded on 21st January 1992, making 2013 our 21st Anniversary year!

We are already planning some amazing things to celebrate our coming of age, which
you will be able to get involved with. We will keep you updated on these in the
coming months.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the previous
Executive Committee for all their efforts in maintaining and the development of
the Association, especially our outgoing chair Robert Adamson, who will be
staying on with the Executive as our Secretary.

I am pleased to confirm that the new executive held its first meeting on 5th February,
where I had the pleasure of meeting your new committee. It has a good mix of long
serving members with the skills and expertise they have gained over the years, and
young keen new blood. It was a positive and constructive evening, with several
working groups being established. Each one has a member of the executive taking
the lead to continue to develop the LDDA and taking us forward.

The Committee and some members have already raised some serious concerns with
regards to some of the clauses proposed in the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill.
George Potter had already kindly prepared an excellent briefing for members on the Bill,
which was circulated on the LDDA Facebook page and lddatalk a few weeks ago. I can
confirm that the executive has been working hard to address these concerns. I have
contacted the chairs of the party’s other diversity groups to try and facilitate a joint
approach to an emergency motion for Spring Conference. We will be keeping you
updated as this progresses.

I have written an article with regard to the Bill, which has been published on the
Social Liberal Forum’s website.

Our vice chair, Kelly-Marie Blundell, and myself sent a joint letter,with a copy of
George’s briefing, to all LibDem Peers, in time for the House of Lords Committee
stage on 28th January. Most members of the executive helped draft this letter, as a
true team effort, advising our peers of the LDDA's grave concerns about the Bill and
urging them to speak and vote against these key clauses. (see p7 for the full letter)
We have had several complimentary emails in response to the letter.

I am proud to be the newly elected Chair of the LDDA and I look forward to a
progressive and productive term of office.

Please feel free to contact me, if you wish to discuss anything to do with the
LDDA or an issue concerning disability or carers rights.
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Editorial - BOB’S BIT
My first editorial and there is so much I wish to say. My portfolio of ailments includes
Asperger’s Syndrome. autism london's definition includes the ability to talk the hind leg off a donkey.
So it looks like I might just fit the bill.
One of my key reasons for wanting to take on the editor’s role is the large number, around
30%, of members who have not given LDDA an email address.
I am aware of this scenario from my local party, where almost 50% would not give the LibDems an
email address. Many of these gave me an email address on the condition I was the only one to use it,
mainly to forward newsletters and meeting notices.
So if you fall into this group just email me. As treasurer I obviously wish to minimise our
postage bill, but I am also keen to make all members feel involved.
This significant group may not have known that Phil was elected chair, I am the new treasurer
and that LDDA is celebrating 21 years.
The centre pages show how we found the date of our inaugural meeting in 1992 plus a short
piece by David Buxton, one our founder members, about how and why the LDDA was set up.
Election results and details of the new executive are on p6.
We reprint in full on p15 the LDDA’s Letter to Liberal Democrat Peers on the Enterprise and
Regulations Reform Bill and a draft of an Emergency Motion we wish to put to the Brighton
Spring Conference.
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You will see, on p6, that I have agreed to lead the Constitution, Standing Orders and Terms of
Reference sub group. I feel that every new elected group needs to review its rules of governance
and I am a bit of a constitutional freak. Chris Holman, the previous exec’s keeper of our
Constitution, and I have already exchanged emails about freshening these up. I would love to hear
from anyone who would like to be involved or knows other constitutional freaks I should talk to.
In my election Focus I stated: I have put myself forward for the position of LDDA’s Treasurer not only
to maintain the legally required accounts and returns but also to be proactive in supporting LDDA’s march
forward to SAO status. We are currently an AO. The only differences in the application criteria
between an AO and a SAO (Specified Associated Organisation) are that the organisation must:

Editorial - BOB’S BIT

i represent a clearly-defined group of people who have a legitimate contribution to make to
the Party’s work;

ii have at least 250 members.
We clearly fulfil criteria i and we are around two thirds of the way to meeting the membership target.
I have been asked: what are the benefits to our members of being in an SAO? I feel these include:
1. we are the only one of the 5 Party groups in the LD Diversity group not to be an SAO – see

http://www.libdems.org.uk/diversity.aspx

2. we would be able to submit motions at Federal Conferences in our own right
3. status, as I feel we get better support and respect at HQ and throughout the Party;
4. allowing the current and future Executives more effective participation in policy making;
5. places LDDA closer to the core of the party and in a better representative position.
I also see a review of our rules of governance as a vital stepping stone towards gaining SAO
status. My initial thoughts include encouraging each member to recruit a new member. Wearing
my treasurer’s hat this, rather simplistically, is an easy way to double LDDA’s membership with
the beneficial side effect of doubling our core income.
I am thus aiming to kill 3 birds with one stone.
This is your Newsletter so you need to let me know what you want included in it. It needs be
topical, informative and sometimes controversial. See p19 for Phil’s search for a title/name.
Given the wide range of disabilities LDDA members are likely to have, my first thought had to be
which fonts to use. We need to cater for all options. I am aware of the debate on serif v sans serif
fonts. For those members who have opted to receive their Newsletter by email I had already
decided to aim to produce two parallel editions of the Newsletter, each in serif or sans serif
fonts. I will also be taking advice on how to convert these to plain text and large print versions.
I would love to hear from you if you have expertise in graphic design or other technical skills. I
just want each member to read the Newsletter in comfort. I am aware that this first edition
may have to be a bit of a compromise as I just want to get it out
I aim to commission articles, reprint those that have appeared elsewhere and encourage LDDA
members to contribute. Should we include a Letter to the Editor page? If you have any ideas
for topics or wish to submit an article please do not hold back. It is your Newsletter and it is
for you to help it evolve. I love quizzes and sudoku so you have been warned.
My contact details are: 01824 780872; 0791 333 0171;
bbarton.msc10@london.edu; bobbarton368@hotmail.com

Should you wish to write to any member of the LDDA Exec please use the address below.

Printed Published and Promoted by Bob Barton, Glan Alyn, Llanferres Road, Llanarmon-yn-Iâl, Mold. CH7 4QD.
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Keep up to date: www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

Lib Dem Disability Association

Stephen Lloyd MP
for Eastbourne

Lib Dem MP
Stephen Lloyd
Supported
International
Diabetes
Federation
The International Diabetes
Federation (IDF) is an umbrella
organization of over 200 national
diabetes associations in over 160
countries. It represents the interests
of the growing number of people
with diabetes and those at risk. The
Federation has been leading the
global diabetes community since
1950.

Stephen Lloyd MP has supported
their campaign to increase
awareness of diabetes in parliament
in the last two years.



Chair: Vaughan Bruce 19 Votes; Phil Stevens 42 Votes ELECTED
Total Voting papers issued 145 Total Votes cast 61
Treasurer: Bob Barton 31 Votes ELECTED; Simon P Hughes 29 Votes
Total Voting papers issued 145 Total Votes cast 60
Returning Officer’s note: There were 61 envelopes returned: 60 had two ballot
paper enclosed; one envelope only had a ballot paper for the Chair there was
no paper enclosed for the Treasurer.
The Executive Committee to serve from 1st January 2013 to 31st December
2014 is as follows:

Lead Member Working Group Other Members

George Potter Policy Group David
Kelly-Marie Blundell Conference Gemma & Bob
Gemma Roulston Membership
Simon P Hughes Fundraising and Sponsorship Bob
David Buxton 21st Anniversary Celebrations Simon & Bob
Bob Barton Constitution, Standing Orders and

Terms of Reference
Chris Holman

Bob Barton Newsletter Editor

Contacting the Executive Committee

Phil Stevens philip_stevens210@hotmail.com
Kelly-Marie Blundell kellymarie.blundell@gmail.com
Robert Adamson Robert@Robertadamson.info
Bob Barton 01824 780872 0791 3330171 bbarton.msc10@london.edu;

bobbarton368@hotmail.com
Gemma Roulston gemmaroulston@uwclub.net
David Buxton 07720 916515 (SMS only) Buxtondc@aol.com
Simon P Hughes simon@simon-hughes.org
George Potter 07411 005115 wpotter.george@gmail.com
Tim Price tim.price@hotmail.co.uk
Theresa Higgins 01206 523501 07881 370626 theresahiggins6@gmail.com

Chair: Phil Stevens Executive Committee:
Vice Chair: Kelly-Marie Blundell David Buxton
Secretary: Robert Adamson Simon P Hughes
Treasurer: Bob Barton George Potter; Tim Price
Membership Secretary: Gemma Roulston Theresa Higgins *
Signed Richard D Good
Returning Officer   5th January 2013

* co-opted after election

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT DISABILITY ASSOCIATION
Result of Election for Chair & Treasurer

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk   www.facebook.com/LDDA
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Join the
LDDA 50:50 Club

here today

Liberal Democrat Disability Association
Founded 21st January 1992

£2 per number
Monthly draws

Plus
Autumn Conference

Grand Draw

Pay by Cash Cheque
or Standing order



50:50 Club

Application
Form & Rules

Lib Dem Disability Association
Founded 21st January 1992

LDDA 50:50 Club Rules 1 in 6 people in the UK are
disabled (10.6 million)

Only about 28% claim
disability related benefits

25% have experienced hate
crime or harassment

Only 6% use wheelchairs

The average constituency has
15,000 disabled voters ... &

their families and  friends who
are ALSO voters

Source: Scope General Election Manifesto 2010

PLEASE HELP US
BY JOINING ...

The LDDA 50:50 Club
Fill in the form overleaf

and send it to:
Bob Barton

Glan Alyn Llanferres Road
Llanarmon-yn-Iâl
Mold. CH7 4QD



LDDA 50:50 Club

The 50:50 Club has been established
as a means of generating income for
the LDDA.

The 50:50 club is a common concept
in Britain, used by lots of charities,
community associations and school
PTAs to raise money towards projects.

It is basically the same as a 100 Club
but with no fixed number of members.

Our 50:50 club is a monthly prize draw
run by the LDDA where half (50%) of
the net receipts is paid out in prize
money and the whole of the remaining
half (50%) is used directly to support
LDDA activities apart from administration
costs like postage and collection costs,
which are expected to be very low.

So if we had 100 numbers in our club it
would give a monthly prize pool of £100
- with the other £100 going to the LDDA.

This would give three winning prize
amounts, every month, of:

1st  =  £50; 2nd  =  £25 & 3rd  =  £15

£10 would towards the Super Draw to be
held at the Autumn Federal Conference.

Please Join now.

STANDING ORDER FORM
PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS
Name of Bank/Building Society:

..........................................................................................................................................

Address : .............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : ....................................

Name of Account Holder: ...............................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

Address : .............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : ....................................

Account Number: ......................................................................................

Sort Code: ............... - ............... - ...............

Please pay to the credit of the LDDA 50:50 Club
Account Number 02739028  Sort Code 30-94-41
LloydsTSB, 1 West Street, HORSHAM. RH12 1PA.

Starting on ........................................................................................................
And then every month*/quarter*/six months*
annually* until this instruction is cancelled.
(* Please delete as necessary)

Signature: ...........................................................................................................

PRINT NAME: ...............................................................................................

The sum of £ 2 / 4 / 6 / 8 / 10  per month*
£ 6 / 12 / 18 / 24 / 30  every quarter*
£ 12 / 24 / 36 / 48 / 60  every half year*
£ 24 / 48 / 72 / 96 / 120  annually*

MEMBERSHIP FORM
PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS
Your Name  :

Email Address : ...........................................................................................

We communicate by email wherever possible
as this reduces printing and postage costs - we
will not spam your email account!

Address : .............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : ....................................

Phone : ....................................... Mobile : ................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the LDDA 50:50
Club and confirm that I am over the age of 16.
Please allocate me ...… . .. 50:50 Club number(s)
at £2 per number per month.
I have completed the bank standing order
instruction.*

Signature : ........................................... Date : .........................................

Liberal Democrat Membership No : ...................................

Local Party : ....................................................................................................

Are happy to receive the Newsletter and other
key LDDA items by email?: Yes / No
Do you wish to join the lddatalk egroup?: Yes / No
Paid By:

Standing Order* Cash * Cheque *
Donation (Amount) £...................... Total £...............................

Please make cheque payable to LDDA 50:50 Club
Our preferred payment method is by Standing Order



Your editor looks forward to the Spring Conferences not only in Brighton but also
the Welsh one being held this year in Cardiff. For the Welsh LibDems it is our main
Conference of the year, although I am puzzled by the choice of 19th-21st April with
elections in Anglesey delayed by a year. That’s politics!
This article is aimed at the 30% of LDDA members who, as they have not given an
email address to the Party, I have assumed you do not have regular access to the
net, as almost all the information below can be found there.
Only around 4% of members can become Federal Conference reps. Yet this is the
only forum for setting and/or challenging Lib Dem Party policy. The Scottish Lib
Dems opened its doors in 2010 so all members could attend and vote. So it was no
surprise that they got their best attendance for a long time 3 years ago.
And what about the price of democracy? The Full Delegate fee for Brighton  is £84
reduced to £43 for first time conference attendees. There is a reduced £32 rate for
claimants including students and those in receipt of the state pension. The special
conference hotel charge is around £125 per night. I  live 267 miles from the venue.
This is obviously the worst case scenario. There are reduced rates for students
and those on benefits. The special grants for disabled hotel support get snapped
up  pretty quickly. I have even slept in my car at a couple of recent  conferences.
As a teenager I am sure I slept on the Brighton beach and it was quite stony!!!!!!
If you can only afford to be a Day Visitor, in terms of cash or time, the charge is
£21 or £12 for claimants. Even if you are a Federal rep, Day Visitors to conference
are not entitled to speak or vote in any debates and conference papers are not
included in the registration fee. I make no apologies that I have a bee in my bonnet
about the treatment of Day Visitor, but I will leave that for another time.
To me Conference can be a quite a blur. Controversial motions to try and speak
on, training sessions that always clash with key motions. However we do have the
the opportunity to quiz Nick Clegg and his team of senior LibDems in:
a Q&A session with Nick Clegg plus consultative sessions on Defence; Education
and Skills; Europe; Political and  Constitutional Reform; Tax.
In addition there is the exhibition. LDDA is on Stand 21 in our Anniversay Year.
There are also a wide range of fringe events culminating in the Glee Club from
2200 on Saturday night right through to 0200. Their advert in the Agenda hand
book states: Join us for the ultimate end-of-conference celebration!
Pick up your copy of the Liberator Songbook and come and ‘raise the roof’!

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk   www.facebook.com/LDDA
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The Conference Team congratulate LDDA on their 21st anniversary
Come and celebrate with them at Spring Conference in
Brighton 8-10 March on stand 21.
It’s not too late to register! Just go to
www.libdems.org.uk/springconference

Highlights include:

· Debates on manufacturing, corporate tax avoidance, and teaching

· Speeches from Nick Clegg, Jo Swinson, Paddy Ashdown and Steve Webb

Have a lovely weekend

The Deputy Leader
Congratulates

the Liberal Democrat
Disability Association

on its
21st Anniversary



On 26 Nov 2012 Simon Hughes posted a message on lddatalk:
Posted by/email Message/Response

1. Simon Hughes
Treasurer candidate

Those of you who are members of the LDDA Facebook page will know I recently
discovered that the LDDA is 25 years old this year

2. David Buxton
Vice Chair

This year is 20 years not 25

3. Phil Stevens
candidate for Chair

I think all the years mentioned sound rather impressive! Whichever it is deserve some
kind recognition

4. David then added I thought I did reply some time ago that I was one of four people to set up LDDA in
1992 after a few years on Paddy Ashdown Disability Advisory group. I cannot
remember when. I think it must be around autumn time. The best person to answer
would be Beth Gee or Pat Atherton. Unfortunately I haven't seen them for years. Last
time I know - Pat was Waltham Forest councillor. Beth was Beckenham libdem member
I know lot of you don't realise I argued at that time we should set up a group open to
members rather than having Paddy Ashdown group. I remembered well about Ben Rich
the policy director at Cowley Street eventually accepting my strong point and later invited
me to co chair general election disability policy etc. Well it's long time ago but I am glad we

5. Liz Lynne
LDDA President

I think it is a great idea to have a celebration. As far as I can remember it was set
up  in late 1992. I was elected earlier that year and apart from being spokesperson on
health  I was also spokesperson on disability.

6. Vaughan Bruce
candidate for Chair

You state that you were one of 4 people who were involved. Please can you identify the
other 3 people.

7. David Oh I can't remember but I think Nigel Scott??? + then he added
Oh I remember one more person - Jill King OBE lovely and well known blind lady

I enjoy researching Local History, so I thought tracking down our founder members in order to
discover our launch date could be fun.
So I googled all four names.
Pat Atherton stood in Romford in 1992, was a Waltham Forest councillor in the 1990s, serving as Deputy
Mayor 1996-7.  She stood in for Don Foster at a meeting held on 22nd March 1997. In her
introduction she stated she was a head teacher and the current Chair of LDDA.
I found a potential address in Gosport 2002-7 and phoned a Gosport Councillor, Peter Chegwyn.
8. Cllr Peter Chegwyn I've checked past copies of the electoral register for the Gosport constituency and Pat

Atherton did indeed live at 1 Solent Court Mansions up to 2007. She was also a
Party member at that date though I don't recall her being active in Gosport.
Her name doesn't appear on the register for 1 Solent Court Mansions after 2007.
However I did find a Patricia Anderson at 1 Anglesey Road, Gosport (an OAP residential
home) in 2007-2008. Again, there is no-one of that name on the register there post-2008.

I telephoned the residential home and struck gold. Pat had moved onto another home in the
Midlands, where she currently resides.
Less than 3 days had gone and I felt great progress was being made. I was delighted that so many
LibDems wanted to help the LDDA find its launch date. Peter’s additional research only goes to
prove our Councillors will always go that extra mile.

Now for an Everyday Story about LDDA Folk (by Bob Barton)

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk   www.facebook.com/LDDA



I discovered a LibDem Haringey councillor called Nigel Scott, so I emailed him. He replied:
9. Cllr Nigel Scott Yes I am the same Nigel Scott. Alan Leaman asked me if I would be interested in helping

to coordinate a LibDem disability advisory group. I was an acquaintance/friend of Alan's
at the time - he was one of Paddy's senior staff members. I think this must have been in
1990 because I moved to Haringey at the start of 1991 and I am pretty sure that I was
still in Battersea when the group started.
I remember David Buxton very well. I also remember a blind lady from Essex - Southend
area called Jill Allen King (who used to appear on Radio 4 occasionally) and a female
retired head teacher from Walthamstow who was diabetic.
I used to take notes, coordinate meetings at Cowley Street and generally assist. I do not have a
disability but my mother was severely disabled at the time so I was aware of some of the issues.
As things developed it became clear that the next step would be to set up a more formal
party body run entirely by disabled party members. I was no longer involved when the
LDDA was set up but it was likely 1991/2. I recall my involvement with the earlier
group with great affection.
I am currently a councillor in Haringey.

I was advised by a Beckenham LibDem member that Beth Gee had died around Easter 2007.
I had found press cutting about Jill Allen-King OBE and her phone number. So I phoned her and
hit the jackpot. I emailed her the details I had uncovered. She replied:
10. Jill Allen-King

OBE
Hello Bob,
I have just found the information you require.
The inaugural meeting was on January 21st. 1992.
I think it was held at 1. Whitehall. I know some of our meetings were held there.
I had been a member of Paddies advisory group as well.
I hope this helps.
Best wishes,
Jill Allen-King O.B.E.

Thanks Simon for starting the ball rolling and David for filling in the gaps.
Phil Stevens was elected Chair. David and Simon are members of the new Executive Committee.
I enjoyed tracking down our founder members so much that I would like to write the history of
LDDA. I have fond memories of 1992 as I stood in Swansea East.
Happy Birthday everyone. Now what did I do on my 21st? Bob Barton (Editor & Treasurer)

Nigel Scott was asked to set up Paddy Ashdown’s Disability Advisory Group. He asked Beth
Gee, Pat Atherton and I to become members of the Group.
After a couple of years some of us felt the Advisory Group was a closed one, so we wanted to set up
a democratic and open disability forum or association. Pat and I were Borough Councillors. Jill was a
well known blind campaigner and somehow we found out she was a local party member in Essex.
Nigel supported Pat, Beth, Jill and me to set up the LDDA. The first committee was:
Pat - Chair; Myself - Vice Chair; Beth - Treasurer; Jill - Committee
From that time, we recruited members so on. It was awfully hard work with lots of fundraising. I was
leading policy and campaign work, eg I wrote the General Election disability policy (asked by the Federal
Policy) and also health and social care policy etc. I later wrote London region policy document as well.
The LibDem was the first party to introduce BSL interpreters on the conference platform. Labour and
Tories followed up later. LibDem was the first party to invite deaf BSL person to speak at the conference.
Late 1980s and early 1990s were the golden era for us to change the party attitude towards disability
and deafness. Again awfully hard work, some tears, some joys, some angers, but worth it! Yet none of
us have been recognised so it would be good for the Newsletter to recognise the original ‘Gang of Four.’

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk   www.facebook.com/LDDA
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HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
£12.00 if you are waged
    £6.00 if you are un-waged

HOW CAN YOU PAY FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

By Standing Order or by Cheque or Cash

Or via PayPal via on our website

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

WHAT DO YOU GET?

A regular Newsletter

Membership of an online discussion group

Membership of Facebook group

Join a 50:50 Club

Helping to spread the understanding
of people with disabilities and carers’

and getting the Party to
think about disabilities.



www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

...is not
just about
wheelchairs
& sticks ...

Asthma Heart

Sight

Speech Learning

Hearing

Diabetes

Mental Health

Liberal Democrat Disability Association

Our values are the shared
values of all Liberal
Democrats, as stated in
the Federal Party’s
Constitution and
summarised in this
extract from it:
‘We champion the freedom,
dignity and well-being of
individuals, we acknowledge and
respect their right to freedom of
conscience and their right to
develop their talents to the full.
We aim to disperse power, to
foster diversity and to nurture
creativity.
We believe that the role of the
state is to enable all citizens to
attain these ideals, to contribute
fully to their communities and to
take part in the decisions which
affect their lives.’

1 in 6 people in the UK are
disabled (10.6 million)

Only about 28% claim
disability related benefits

25% have experienced hate
crime or harassment

Only 6% use wheelchairs
The average constituency

has 15,000 disabled voters

... & their families and
friends who are ALSO voters
Source: Scope General Election Manifesto 2010

PLEASE JOIN US...
The Liberal Democrat
Disability Association
Fill in the form overleaf

and send it to:
Mrs G Roulston

98 Colesmead Road
Redhill RH1 2EQ

Printed, Published & Promoted by Bob Barton on behalf of the Liberal Democrat
Disability Association, Glan Alyn Llanferres Road Llanarmon-yn-Iâl Mold. CH7 4QD

Disability ...



www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

Vision
A world where everyone affected by
disability can live life to their full potential
and secure the care and support they
need to gain independence and
empowerment.

Mission
1) To work towards the election of Liberal

Democrats to all levels of local,
regional, devolved and national
government in the United Kingdom
and to the European Parliament.

2) To promote equal opportunities for
people with disabilities within the
Liberal Democrats.

3) To scrutinise Liberal Democrat policies
to ensure they reflect the rights and
needs of people with disabilities, their
carers and their families and make
appropriate recommendations for
future policy and seek amendments to
current policy.

4) To promote the Liberal Democrat
message to disabled people who are
not currently members.

Do you share our vision?

Do you agree with our mission?

... If so, then please join us!

www.facebook.com/LDDA

Liberal Democrat
Disability

Association

The sum of £0.50p / £1.00 per month*
£1.50p / £3.00 every quarter*
£3.00 / £6.00 every half year*
£6.00 / £12.00 annually*

Starting on ...........................................................................................................
And then every month*/quarter*/six months*
annually* until this instruction is cancelled.
(* Please delete as necessary)

Signature: ...............................................................................................................

PRINT NAME: ..................................................................................................

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS
Name of Bank/Building Society:

..........................................................................................................................................

Address : ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : .......................................

Name of Account Holder: ...................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

Address : ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : .......................................

Account Number: .........................................................................................

Sort Code: ............... - ............... - ...............
Please pay to the credit of the:
Liberal Democrat Disability Association (LDDA)
Account Number 02739028  Sort Code 30-94-41

LloydsTSB, 1 West Street, HORSHAM. RH12 1PA.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Your Name  : ..................................................................................................

Email Address : ................................................................................................

We communicate by email wherever possible as
this reduces printing and postage costs - we will not
spam your email account!

Address : ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Post Code : .......................................

Phone : .......................................... Mobile : .................................................

Signature : .................................. Date : .......................................................

Liberal Democrat Membership No : .........................................

Local Party : .......................................................................................................

Are happy to receive the Newsletter and other key
LDDA items by email? : Yes / No

Do you wish to join the lddatalk egroup? : Yes / No
Annual Subscription:

Waged £12 * Unwaged £6 *
Paid By:

Standing Order * Cash * Cheque *

Donation (Amount) £........................  Total £............................
Please make cheque payable to LDDA
Our preferred payment method is by Standing Order
Representing those with disabilities within

and outside the Liberal Democrats
www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk

Founded
21st Jan

1992



Many of us were appalled at some of the clauses proposed in the Enterprise
and Regulations Reform Bill. George Potter prepared an excellent briefing on
the Bill and Kelly-Marie Blundell proposed we send a copy to all LibDem Peers
in time for the House of Lords Committee stage on 28th January.
She drafted a letter to accompany George's briefing. Following a great team
effort each of our Peers was emailed:
We are writing to you on behalf of the Lib Dem Disability Association about the
Enterprise and Regulations Reform Bill which is currently at Committee Stage in
the House of Lords.
The LDDA has grave concerns about the Bill, which proposes to remove the ECHR
(Commission for Equality and Human Rights) general duty, amongst other things.
Far from assisting in opening employment opportunities, certain clauses of this
bill will make it harder for people with disabilities to find work, provide
loopholes that endorse discrimination and injure employment rights.
We attach a full briefing which details how Clause 56(1)(a), Clause 56(1)(b),
Clause 57 and Clause 58 would have a detrimental impact on people with
disabilities, and indeed all diversity strands.
As a party, we uphold the ideology of equality and fairness in society, and it
seems to us, as people with disabilities, the clauses we have mentioned go
against the ethos of the Liberal Democracy as set out in the opening paragraph
of the Preamble to the Federal Constitution.
Therefore, we would urge you to speak and vote against the clauses mentioned
listed below, and stand up for the rights of disabled people, both within and
outside of the Party.
Should you wish to discuss this issue further with us, our details are as follows:

Phil Stevens LDDA Chair: philip_stevens210@hotmail.com
Kelly-Marie Blundell LDDA Vice Chair: kellymarie.blundell@gmail.com
Yours Sincerely,
Phil Stevens & Kelly-Marie Blundell

15The Enterprise and Regulations Reform Bill
LDDA’s Letter to Liberal Democrat  Peers

www.disabilitylibdems.org.uk   www.facebook.com/LDDA

The EMLD Executive kindly invited Phil, as a representative of the LDDA, to attend
their recent meeting, It was an extremely positive meeting and went very well. He was
delighted to say that the whole of the EMLD Exec are keen to work together with the
LDDA to help strengthen the Party's approach to diversity and related issues.
He was invited to present the LDDA proposed Emergency Motion on the ERR
Bill to their Exec. They were not only interested but have also agreed, as a SAO,
to propose the Motion! Phil feels we have a really strong chance, with the
backing of EMLD members, in succeeding with this Motion.
The good news does not stop there though! EMLD have arranged a fringe at
Conference to discuss the ERR Bill. They want to hold this fringe event in
conjunction with the LDDA and have asked him to speak, which Phil has
agreed to do. The Fringe is being held  on Friday the 8th March 20:15 to 21:30
in Hall 8A Hilton Metropole.
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Theresa Higgins
Borough Councillor
County Councillor

LDDA Executive
Inspiration!

LDDA caught up with well
known activist Theresa
Higgins to talk about her
work as a Councillor,
activist and Liberal
Democrat.
Theresa was first elected
to Colchester Borough
Council in 1999.
“It was a tough time, but I
kept hitting the pavements
and getting my face out
there. A lot of people
knew me from my work as
a Blue Badge Tourist
Guide which helped.”
Following her success,
Theresa was elected to
Essex County Council in

2001 and has have held
both seats ever since.
Theresa, who suffers from
hearing loss and tinnitus,
is keen to campaign on
behalf of disabled people.
“I am currently the
Chairman of the Hard of
Hearing Planning Group.
This is one of the  sensory
planning groups which
helps inform Essex
County Council of the
needs of people with
sensory impairments.”
Theresa also finds time to
be on the LDDA
Executive, and is of vital
assistance at Conference!

Across the party, many Liberal Democrats have disabilities, care
for or work with people with disabilities.

This focus brings you in touch with the Councillors, candidates
and inspirational members of the LDDA we want to shout about!

Theresa is one of our inspirational
members - proof that disability need
not interfere with political careers!
If you know anyone who might like to
feature on our Inspiration posters, get
in touch- info@disabilitiylibdems.org.uk
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Kent Councillor
argues for better
payment options
for Blue Badges

Cllr George Kowaree
Kent County Council

Campaign Special

When Kent County Councillor
George Kowaree was
contacted by a person in his
ward about ‘blue badge’
permits, he couldn’t believe the
lack of payment options
available.
People in Kent with mobility issues
could only get a Disabled Parking
Permit in the event they could pay by
cheque.
“For many people, this just wasn’t

 feasible.” George says. “Payment by
cheque is becoming rarer, and by
limiting payment options to one
method, Kent County Council are
discriminating against people with
disabilities”.
George raised the question with Kent
County Council in 2012 and won the
option for people with disabilities to
pay by postal order and debit card.
Another success for people with
disabilities!
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David Buxton
Founder Member

CEO of British
Deaf Association

 Inspiration!

 a member of Paddy
Ashdown’s Disability
Advisory Group.
“I worked on the General
Election Disability
Document for the Lib Dems
and have written a number
of policy papers on disability
and health and social care”
David was also the first ever
British Sign Language
elected Borough Councillor
when he was elected in
1990.
“I was elected as a
councillor in 1990, the first
deaf BSL user to be. I stood
for parliament twice in
Lewisham East and I stood
as a candidate in the 2000

Greater London Assembly
elections.”
David is determined to
provide better represent-
ation for people with
hearing loss in parliament.
As the CEO of the British
Deaf Association, he is
determined to open
accessibility to BSL as a
recognised language.
David is one of our inspira-
tional members - proof that
disability need not interfere
with political careers!
If you know anyone who
might like to feature on our
Inspiration posters, get in
touch-
info@disabilitiylibdems. org.uk

Across the party, many Liberal Democrats have

disabilities, care for or work with people with disabilities.

LDDA caught up with Leadership
Programme and LDDA Founder
Member David Buxton to talk
about his work in the Liberal
Democrats.
David was one of four people to
set up the LDDA after working as

This focus brings you in touch with the Councillors, candidates and
inspirational members of the LDDA we want to shout about!



This first Newsletter from the recently elected LDDA executive has the rather
bland name of LDDA NEWS.
A few ideas were floated to the executive but now is your chance to join in.
I feel it is important to have a short, sharp name. The Liberal Democrat
Disability Association Newsletter does not jump off the page. Sorry no pun
intended. Even the letter W in LDDA NEWS takes up a lot of space.
So can you think of something punchy that reflects all of the following?:
1. We are all Liberal Democrats
2. This is the voice of the LDDA not only all we stand for but also what we

aspire for individually and collectively within the Party and the outside world
as a whole

3. Unique
The previous executive explored changing the name Liberal Democrat Disability
Association. Two years ago Chris Holman reported back 25 suggested new
names. In this list were a couple of suggestions from Greg Judge:

Greg felt, on reflection that Librability could be confused with the star sign Libra.
I was very happy to go with LIBAbility as I thought it met the above criteria.
We even looked at how it would look as a banner at the top of the front page:

So I wish to invite you to let me know your views. Should we stick with LDDA
NEWS or look for a slicker banner? Does LIBAbility work for you? If yes do you
like any of the three banners above or do you have another suggestion?
If no to both of these can you suggest another banner name?
Bob, it looks like you will have to add a Letters to the Editor page.

Phil Stevens asks What’s In A Name
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Frequently Asked Questions
When, as editor, I was starting to pull my ideas together about layout design,
fonts used by the Party etc., and having been a member of the Association of
Liberal Democrat Councillors (ALDC) since 1986, a phone call to them seemed
appropriate.
I got more than I bargained for!!
Craig Whittall, Communications Officer, suggested that we explore setting up a
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section on Disability on the ALDC web site.
I think it is a great idea and, whilst I am sure the executive will come up with
plenty of FAQs, I feel this should be a standing column in our Newsletter.
So please can you either send in questions LDDA should be able to answer or
let me have answers to questions you have had answered?
Links to good disability web sites with FAQs would be a bonus.

Librability and LIBAbility not DISability.



LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
DISABILITY

ASSOCIATION
Celebrating 21 years
For anyone who has personal experience of
disability, looks after someone who is disabled,
or who is interested in disability.
We work to raise awareness and understanding
of disability, both through the Liberal
Democrats and also the rest of society.
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